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Molly McMorris’ schedule is full. 
As the volleyball manager, softball 
player, student council treasurer, 
Class of 2022 treasurer, equestrian 
competitor, member of the National 
Honor Society, Girl Scouts and 
drama club, she stays busy. But, 
not too busy to earn the distinction 
of becoming the Class of 2022 
salutatorian.
“I have always enjoyed school and 

challenging myself in everything I do,” salutatorian McMorris 
said.
Attending Millbrook schools since kindergarten, she has been 
involved in many activities for multiple years.
McMorris is working toward her Gold Award in Girl Scouts 
- the most prestigious award given by the organization. 
Her project centers on community improvement and the 
beautification of the Verbank Rural Cemetery.
“I’m collecting donations and materials to make repairs and 
paint the fence at the gatehouse and clean it up,” she said.
When not in school, McMorris is passionate about horses and 
equestrian competition and plans to continue riding in college 
where she plans to major in civil engineering. She is looking at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
“I am grateful for all the opportunities, experiences, and 
individuals that I’ve encountered throughout my years in 
the Millbrook schools for they have all contributed to the 
enlightened person I am today,” she said.

David Sager started in Millbrook 
schools as a first grader and is now 
the Class of 2022 valedictorian.
During his four years at Millbrook 
High School, he has been involved 
in sports and a variety of 
extracurricular activities including 
soccer, track and field and mock trial 
for all four years. He is a member 
of the National Honor Society for the 
past two years and participated in 
winter track for three of the four years.
“I am very happy with the coaches and teammates that I have 
had. I couldn’t have gotten this far without the support I have 
had from the teachers and staff here at the high school,” he 
said.
The biggest lesson he’s learned at MHS was “to be confident,” 
he said. “There are always people there to support you, you 
just need to get it done.”
Sager also volunteers and works with the Town of Washington 
Recreation Department. He’s a lifeguard in the summer, helps 
coach and referee soccer and referees basketball. In his 
junior year he also helped out a family friend who operates a 
daycare center - setting up and overseeing outdoor activities 
for the children.
Sager will attend Liberty University in the fall, majoring in 
mechanical engineering.
“I don’t know what exactly I want to do after that, but I’m 
hoping to figure it out along the way,” he said.
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Message 
From the 

Superintendent
Dear Millbrook Community, 
At our Annual Meeting on May 17, 2022, you will have the opportunity to elect 
three members of the Millbrook Central School District Board of Education 
as well as vote on the proposed budget for the 2022-2023 school year.  After 
several months of review and refinement, the Board of Education adopted the 
proposed 2022-2023 school budget totaling $32,656,404.00. This budget 
results in a 1.83 percent tax levy increase from the current school year, which 
is below the maximum allowable tax cap levy limit of 2.97 percent.
 2022-2023 Budget Objectives include:

• Ensuring we support programs that meet the needs of ALL students.
• Supporting the social-emotional needs of our students and staff.
• Supporting professional learning and growth of our staff.
• Addressing facilities needs and supporting capital projects.
• Supporting the goals of the Board of Education.
• Remaining fiscally responsible and in compliance with the allowable 

tax levy.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our students, families, and 
community members for your incredible dedication, hard work, and good 
energy throughout the school year. Thank you to our administrators, teachers, 
and staff who met challenges with such grace and courage to ensure our 
students received the care, attention, and quality education they deserve. 
Thank you also to our support staff, nurses, facilities and transportation teams, 
and food service workers who met the needs of our students and families on 
a daily basis to ensure our schools were safe, clean, welcoming places for 
teaching and learning. Finally, I want to thank the district and building leaders 
and the Board of Education for their tireless work, effort, and full commitment 
to our students’ safety and education.
We encourage you to visit www.millbrookcsd.org for budget information or 
to call the District Office at 845.677.4200 ext. 1100. We value your input. 
Please reach out to us with any thoughts, questions, or concerns.
Please remember to cast your vote on May 17, 2022. Onward!
Sincerely,
Laura Mitchell
Your Proud Superintendent of Schools

Top Students for Class 
of 2022 Named

David Sager  
Valedictorian

Molly McMorris 
Salutatorian
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Spring is here and that means it’s time to register children for school.
Registration open for pre-K

Friday,
June 24th 

 
7 pm 

2022 MHS 
Graduation
On the Field! 

MMS Recognized Again by New York State as  
“School to Watch”

The New York State Education 
Department recently recognized Millbrook Middle School 
as an Essential Elements School to Watch for the  
second time. 

The school first gained the designation in  
2019 and Principal Steven Cabello 
described the process as being similar 
to a self-audit. Staff look at what services 
they provide to students and what they 
are doing to enrich student experiences, 
to name a few areas examined. 

“Millbrook Middle School is one of only 
38 schools in New York State that has 
been identified as a school that has 
implemented an exemplary middle-level 
program that addresses both the academic and personal 
development needs of young adolescents,” said Cabello. 
“We encourage all of our families to get to know what this 
means by visiting their website, Essential Elements Schools 
to Watch.”

MMS will be involved in many special events to help 
support students and their families academically, socially, 
and emotionally, which will include Family University, a 
presentation from CAPE, and a visit from the Grace Smith 
House to supplement the work done daily in classrooms 
and HomeBase. 

Cabello stressed that the redesignation 
is not an award, but rather an endorsement indicating the 
school is seen as a model of what middle level instruction 
should look like. Once the school receives the designation, 
staff must continue to advance academics and social 

emotional learning otherwise the 
school will lose the designation. 

“It’s truly a testament to those that 
are doing work – the teachers in 
the classrooms that don’t settle for 
yesterday’s effort,” the principal 
said. “They’re always getting 
better.”

Schools seeking the designation 
must reapply for redesignation 

every three years. At the end of March, Cabello attended a 
virtual meeting with the state redesignation committee to 
report the the full scope of what the school does on a  
daily basis. 

“Even in a pandemic, they still found ways to advance the 
education of students,” he said.  “We are very proud of the 
work we do to ensure student success.”

Only one other school in Dutchess, Ulster and Orange 
counties has earned the designation - Van Wyck Junior 
High School in Wappingers.

Millbrook Central School District has 
openings in its full-day pre-K program 
for children who will be four on or 
before Dec. 1, 2022. 

In its second year the program is 
growing from two classes with 26 
students to three classes with up 
to 40 students, Elm Drive Principal 
Michael Setaro said.

This year, the program will focus on 
two areas: use of Orton-Gillingham 
phonics and piloting Eureka Math 
which is aligned to Next Generation 
state math standards, Setaro said. The 
program includes reading, writing, 
math and exploratory skills along with 
time for lunch, recess, structured nap 
time and specialized enrichment. 

“To be able to send 25 to 40 incoming 
kindergarten students from our own 
pre-K program is so great. We will 
be able to ensure these students 
are not only ready for kindergarten 

but many, potentially, are ahead of 
where students typically are entering 
kindergarten because of the focused 
and aligned instruction they received 
in pre-K,” he said.

Each class will be taught by a  
New York State certified teacher of 
early childhood education and a 
full-time paraprofessional. It is fully-
aligned with the New York State  
Pre-Kindergarten Learning Standards.

For more information, see the Pre-K 
Family Presentation at  
htps://bit.ly/mcsdprek2022.

Pre-K screening will be done  
May 23-26.

If you have a student that is pre-K 
aged, please call the school at  
845-677-4225 and ask to speak  
with Principal Michael Setaro.

There are separate forms required 
for pre-K and grades K-12 as well as 
for Committee for Preschool Special 
Education evaluations.

Forms and instructions for registration 
at all grade levels are available on the 
district’s registration page at https://
www.millbrookcsd.org/Page/282.

Once completed, forms may either 
be scanned and emailed to michele.
hartswick@millbrookcsd.org, dropped 
off at Elm Drive Elementary School, 
12 Elm Drive, Millbrook or mailed to 
Hartswick at Elm Drive Elementary 
School, Attn: Central Registrar, 
 P.O. Box AA, Millbrook NY 12545.
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Overall Budget Proposal

Budget Adopted 
for 2021-2022
School Year

Proposed Budget for 
2022-2023 School 

Year

Contingency Budget 
for 2022-2023 
School Year*

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $ 31,714,951 $32,656,404 $32,332,176

Increase/Decrease for the 2021-2022 School Year $941,453 $617,225

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 2.97 % 1.95%

Change in the Consumer Price Index 4.7%

A. Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $25,418,814 $25,883,221

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable N/A N/A

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable** N/A N/A

D. Total Tax Cap reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy N/A N/A

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C + D) $25,418,814 $25,883,221 $25,418,814

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $1,652,909 $1,672,719

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $23,844,187 $24,500,495

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support 
Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D) $23,765,905 $24,210,502

I. Difference: G - H; (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval)** $78,282 $289,993

Administrative Component $3,958,236 $3,735,569 $3,719,214

Program Component $23,349,526 $24,254,958 $24,144,355

Capital Component $4,407,189 $4,665,877 $4,468,607

Included within this budget is: 1.) an interfund transfer to the capital fund of $175,000 for the purposes of completion of the Millbrook High School building 
management system upgrade and concrete repairs at the High School; a secure vestibule at Elm Drive Elementary School 2.) Transfer of $100,000 for the 
purpose of funding the District Repair Reserve 3.) An interfund transfer of $35,000 to continue to subsidize the cafeteria fund; 4.) lease payments to be made 
for new copier purchases.
* Assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2022-23 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated pursuant to Section 2023 of the 
Education Law, are the elimination of all equipment items from the budget (including classroom, library, athletic, custodial, maintenance and administrative 
items); the possible elimination of various student supplies, sports teams and teaching positions, no increase to Board appointees, amounting to a total 
reduction of combined instruction, capital and administrative expenses of $324,228.
** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational or transportation services 
propositions are not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval requirements)

                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Under the Budget Proposed 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     for the 2022-2023 School Year

Estimated Maximum Basic STAR Exemption Savings1                                                                                                                                            $529

School Budget Notice

On the Ballot - Board Candidates
There are three seats open on the Board of Education.Board members serve for a 
period of three years. The term begins July 1, 2022, and ends June 30, 2025. 

Applications for 
Absentee Ballots 
Applications for absentee ballots for the School District 
Election and Vote may be obtained at the Office of the 
School District Clerk in the Millbrook Middle School, 43 
Alden Place, Millbrook, NY, on weekdays when school is in 
session between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. The 
application must be received by the School District Clerk 
no more than thirty (30) and at least seven (7) days prior 
to the election if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter or 
the day before the election, if the ballot will be personally 
picked up by the voter or the voter’s designated agent as 
set forth in the application, at the District Office. Absentee 
Ballots must be received by the District Clerk at the District 
Administrative Office, not later than 5:00 p.m. on the day 
of the election and vote, May 17, 2022.

 Jennifer Carnecchia  Perry Hartswick

PROPOSITION 1:
MILLBROOK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT’S SCHOOL 
BUDGET 2022-2023

Shall the Board of Education of the Millbrook Central School 
District be authorized to expend the sum of $32,656,404 for 
School District purposes for the 2022-2023 school year  
(the Budget) and to levy the necessary tax therefor?

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2022-23 by the qualified voters of the Millbrook Central School District, Dutchess County, New York, will be held at the 
Millbrook Middle School in said district on Tuesday, May 17, 2022 between the hours of 12:00 PM (noon) and 9:00 PM, prevailing time in the Millbrook Middle School 
Auditorium, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine.

1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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Blazers  
at work  

and play
Millbrook Central School District 
students welcomed the return 
to in-person learning, enjoying 

time with friends, outdoor 
activities, participating in school 

science fairs and more. This 
year also marked the launch of 
a pre-K program at Elm Drive. 

District leadership is working on 
a strategic plan to help guide the 

district in the future.


